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Abstract: The developmental changes in morphology and germinability of Jatropha curcas seeds, effects of temperature and 
light on seed germination, and changes in desiccation tolerance of mature seeds were studied in this paper . The results in- 
dicated that J. curcas seeds reached a physiological maturation at 58 days after anthesis, and that seed germination percent- 
age reached a peak at physiological maturation, and then decreased . The optimal germination temperature was 25 to 30°C . 
J. curcas seeds were insensitive to dehydration at physiological maturation . There was not a notable effect of light on seed 
germination . Therefore, J. curcas seed was a non-photoblastic and orthodox seeds . 
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Fig .1 Changes in fresh weight, dry weight and water content 


of Jatropha curcas seeds during development 
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and germination percentage of Jatropha curcas seeds at 30°C 
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Fig .6 Time course of germination of Jatropha curas 






























































seeds at different development stages 
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Fig .7 Effect of dehydration on water content and germination of Jatropha curcas seeds 
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